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UALCOMM REJECTS RIVAL === 
BROADCOM’S $103B OFFER DEATH 


San Diego company 
says bid too low, cites 
regulatory uncertainty 
BY JENNIFER VAN GROVE 


San Diego-based Qualcomm 
on Monday rejected rival Broad- 
com’s unsolicited $103 billion bid 
as too low, setting the stage fora 
hostile proxy fight for control of 
the company. 

“It is the Board’s unanimous 
belief that Broadcom’s proposal 


significantly undervalues Qual- 
comm relative to the company’s 
leadership position in mobile 
technology and our future growth 
prospects,” Paul Jacobs, execu- 
tive chairman and chairman ofthe 
board of Qualcomm, said in a 
statement. 

Qualcomm also said that the 
bid “comes with significant regu- 
latory uncertainty.” 

Broadcom offered $60 a share 
in cash and $10 in stock for Qual- 
comm — a 28 percent premium 
over the company’s share price be- 
fore news of the bid leaked on Nov. 


3 — which would make it the larg- 
est tech deal ever. When Qual- 
comms debt is included, the deal 
is valued at $130 billion, or double 
the value of Dell’s record-setting 
$65 billion purchase of EMC in 
2015. 

Broadcom responded Monday 
with a news release reasserting its 
commitment to the acquisition. 

“We continue to believe our 
proposal represents the most at- 
tractive, value-enhancing alterna- 
tive available to Qualcomm stock- 
holders and we are encouraged by 
their reaction,” Broadcom CEO 


Hock Tan said in a statement. 
“Many have expressed to us their 
desire that Qualcomm meet with 
us to discuss our proposal. It re- 
mains our strong preference to en- 
gage cooperatively with Qual- 
comm’s Board of Directors and 
management team.” 

Ifa dealis completed, the com- 
bined companies would have an- 
nual sales of $51 billion — trailing 
only Intel and Samsung in the 
semiconductor industry. Any deal 
will face tough regulatory scru- 
tiny, particularly in Europe and 
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Beverly Young Nelson speaks 


to the media with her lawyer, 
Gloria Allred. 


MOORE 
ACCUSED 
AGAIN OF 
SEXUAL 
ASSAULT 


Senate candidate denies 
latest allegation as party 
pushes for him to exit race 


BY ALAN FRAM 
& BRUCE SCHREINER 


WASHINGTON 

A second woman emerged Mon- 
day to accuse Roy Moore of sexually 
assaulting her as a teenager in the 
late 1970s, this time in a locked car, 
further roiling the Alabama Repub- 
lican’s candidacy for an open Sen- 
ate seat. Moore strongly denied it, 
even as his own party’s leaders in- 
tensified their efforts to push him 
out ofthe race. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., took a remarka- 
bly personal swipe at his party’s 
candidate for a Senate seat the 
GOP cannot afford to lose. “I believe 
the women,” he said, marking an in- 
tensified effort by leaders to ditch 
Moore before a Dec. 12 special elec- 
tion that has swung from an as- 
sured GOP victory to one that 
Democrats could conceivably 
swipe. 

Moore abruptly called a news 
conference in Gallant, Ala., after a 
tearful Beverly Young Nelson’s de- 
tailed the new allegations to report- 
ers in New York. 

“Tcan tell you without hesitation 
this is absolutely false. I never did 
what she said I did. I don’t even 
know the woman,” Moore said. 

He signaled he has no intention 
of ending his candidacy, calling the 
latest charges a “political maneu- 
ver” and launching a fundraising 
appeal to “God-fearing conserva- 
tives” to counter his abandonment 
by Washington Republicans. 

In the latest day of jarring 
events, McConnell and Moore es- 
sentially declared open war on each 
other. McConnell said the former 
judge should quit the race over a se- 
ries of recent allegations of past im- 
proper relationships with teenage 
girls. No, said Moore, the Kentucky 
senator is the one who should get 
out. 

Cory Gardner of Colorado, who 
heads the Senate GOP’s campaign 
organization, said not only should 
Moore step aside but if he should 
win “the Senate should vote to expel 
him because he does not meet the 
ethical and moral requirements of 
the United States Senate.” 

Moore, an outspoken Christian 
conservative and former state 
Supreme Court judge, fired back at 


130/80 


New reading for high blood 
pressure according to the 
American College of Cardiology. 


140/90 


Previous reading for high blood 
pressure, with normal blood 
pressure remaining at 120/80. 


BLOOD PRESSURE 
OF 130 NEW ‘HIGH 


Change means 
that 46 percent 
of U.S. adults are 
now considered 
hypertensive 
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BY LENNY BERNSTEIN 
& ARIANA EUNJUNG CHA 


The nation’s heart ex- 
perts tightened the guide- 
lines for high blood pressure 
Monday, a change that will 
sharply increase the num- 
ber of U.S. adults consid- 
ered hypertensive in the 
hope that they, and their 
doctors, will address the 
deadly condition sooner. 

Acting for the first time 
in 14 years, the American 
Heart Association and the 
American College of Cardi- 
ology redefined high blood 
pressure as a reading of 130 
over 80, down from 140 over 
90. The change means that 
46 percent of U.S. adults, 


a ae 


many of 
them 

under the 
age of 45, 
now will be 
considered 
hypertensive. 
Under the previous guide- 
line, 32 percent of U.S. 
adults had high blood pres- 
sure. 

“We’re recognizing that 
blood pressures that we in 
the past thought were nor- 
mal or so-called ‘pre-hyper- 
tensive’ actually placed the 
patient at significant risk 
for heart disease and death 
and disability,” said Robert 
Carey, co-chairman of the 
group that produced the 
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FDA APPROVES FIRST DIGITAL PILL, 
RAISING A HOST OF ETHICAL ISSUES 


BY PAM BELLUCK 


For the first time, the Food and 
Drug Administration has approved 
adigital pill— amedication embed- 
ded with a sensor that can tell doc- 
tors whether, and when, patients 
take their medicine. 

The approval, announced late 
Monday, marks a significant ad- 
vance in the growing field of digital 
devices designed to monitor medi- 
cine-taking and to address the ex- 
pensive, long-standing problem 
that millions ofpatients do not take 
drugs as prescribed. 

Experts estimate that so-called 
nonadherence or noncompliance 


tients get sicker and need addi- 
tional treatment or hospitaliza- 
tion. 

“When patients don’t adhere to 
lifestyle or medications that are 
prescribed for them, there are 
really substantive consequences 
that are bad for the patient and 
very costly,” said Dr. William 
Shrank, chief medical officer of the 
health plan division at the Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh Medical Cen- 
ter. 

Ameet Sarpatwari, an instruc- 
tor in medicine at Harvard Medical 
School, said the digital pill “has the 
potential to improve public health,” 
especially for patients who want to 


“Frankly, 
there is a 
ereepiness 
factor of 
this whole 
idea of 
medicine 
tracking.” 


Eric Buffkin © senior vice 
president of etectRx, 
which makes an 
ingestible sensor 


CASES 
MIGHT 
NOT BE 
PROBED 


Citizens panel reviewing 
fatalities in custody or in 
jail faces huge backlog 
BY JEFF MCDONALD 


The citizens panel charged with 
reviewing deaths inside San Diego 
County jails or those who died 
while in Sheriff’s Department cus- 
tody will consider a plan to sum- 
marily dismiss almost two dozen 
cases due to a long-running back- 
log. 

Volunteer members of the Citi- 
zens Law Enforcement Review 
Board will vote Tuesday on a rec- 
ommendation from staffto close 22 
cases without completing a formal 
investigation because the deaths 
occurred so long ago. 

The proposed dismissals all in- 
volve jail and other deaths that oc- 
curred between 2011 and 2016, and 
could possibly have involved depu- 
ty misconduct. 

County officials say the backlog 
confronting the volunteer review 
board is so long the panel is un- 
likely to catch up — and deputies 
involved in the cases deserve to 
have their names cleared. 

In October, the panel had 59 
open death investigations on its 
docket, fatalities that included 
everything from suspected suicid- 
es and officer-involved shootings 
to inmate homicides and possible 
restraint. That’s up from 46 in Jan- 
uary. 

At the beginning of 2016, the re- 
view board had 39 open investiga- 
tions. In January 2015, there were 
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SESSIONS 
MAY PROBE 
CLINTON 
ALLEGATIONS 


Letter: Attorney general 
considering appointing 
second special counsel 


BY MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT 
& MAGGIE HABERMAN 


WASHINGTON 

The Justice Department said 
Monday that prosecutors were 
looking into whether a special 
counsel should be appointed to in- 
vestigate the president’s political 
rivals, including 
Hillary Clinton. 

The department 
said the prose- 
cutors would exam- 
ine allegations that 
donations to the 
Clinton Foundation 
were tied to a 2010 
decision by the 
Obama administra- 
tion to approve the sale ofuranium 
to a Russian nuclear agency. 

If prosecutors do appoint a spe- 
cial counsel, it is a move that could 
raise questions about the inde- 
pendence of federal investigations 
under President Donald Trump. 

Since Watergate, the Justice 
Department has largely operated 
independently of political influen- 
ce on cases related to the presi- 
dent’s opponents. But the disclo- 
sure appeared to be a direct re- 
sponse to signals that Trump sent 
to Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
10 days ago in the news media. 

Trump said that he was disap- 
pointed in Sessions and said that 
the unproven allegations about 
the Clintons and the Obama ad- 
ministration should be investi- 
gated. 

Trump’s statement galvanized 
conservative news outlets — like 


Jeff 
Sessions 


McConnell on Twitter. to medication costs about $100 bil- take their medication but forget. Fox News and Breitbart — which 
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